THE CREATOR OF WORKS OF ART 


Why is it that the popular mind is convinced that it is 
possible to identify an eternally valid constitutional 
type of artist/"un type artistique"? What according to 
the popular mind are the primary characteristics of "le 
type artistique"? Why is the popular mind so attached 
to the notion of a timeless constitutional type of arte 
ist? What is it that those Homo sapiens who typecast 
as it were all those who during all periods of history 
bring into existence works of art fail to understand 
about the creation of art?--all of which does not to be sure 


mean (1) that for a given period of history steers 

not possible to identify particular characteristics of 

a great many artists working at that time [Is it not 
true for example that in Western Europe during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries a great many art- 
ists--not all certainly--were well-bred gentlemen of 

the world? Is it not true for example that in Italy 
during the fifteenth century a great many artists--not 
all certainly--were neither members of the upper-middle 
class nor were they members of noble families? Is it 
not true for example that in Western Europe in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries that the behavior 

of a great many--not all certainly--artists (seen in 
relationship to the behavior of the mass of men) was 
eccentric?] (2) that for a given period of history it is not pos- 
sible to identify particular beliefs about artists that 

were at that time generally accepted as true by those 
persons who were interested in art [Think about Philo's 
statement "“Unfailingly, works of art make known their 
creator, for who, as he looks at statues and pictures, 
does not immediately form an idea about the sculptor 

and the painter" and ask yourself during what periods 

of history was it believed that the character of the 
creator of works of art and the character of the works 
of art created by that creator were interdependent for 
example? Think about the fact that in Italy during 

the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries--with the possible 
exception of the Savonarola period--highly important 
ecclesiastical and secular figures frequently commis- 
sioned well-known "libertines" to create official 
ecclesiastical works of art and ask yourself during what periods of 
history was it believed that the character of the creator of works 
of art and the character of the works of art created by that creator 
were not interdependent for example?] What are some of the prin- 
cipal characteristics of a great many artists working at the present 
time in America? What are some of the principal beliefs about 
artists that are generally accepted as true by those persons 

who are interested in art at the present time in America? 





